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NEWS
SOCIAL MEDIA RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUNGER
GENERATIONS' LACK OF POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT
11/16/2020
Saint Mary's alumna Anna Thielen completes research about political engagement in regards to
Millennial and Generation Z adults, discovering the importance of social media.
By Anna Thielen
Saint Mary's College of California Alumna '19
A growing fundamental issue with social media is that its rise in popularity is resulting in
unintended political consequences, particularly relating to its emerging role in political
socialization.
Political socialization is the process by which people obtain information that shapes their
political perspectives. It’s not a surprise that a survey completed by 577 randomly selected
people across four generations show that the majority of Generation Z and Millennials
prefer receiving news via social media in comparison to their older counterparts.
Understanding political socialization is especially relevant in a democracy because a
legitimate democracy relies on the transparency, abundant availability, and accuracy of
information. While there is no right or wrong way to be politically socialized, political
socialization in a democracy should work to engage the populous. And yet younger
generations lack interest.
So what if politicians just did a better job at posting on social media?
When younger generations were asked if they felt more connected to politicians who used
social media versus traditional news outlets, 34% of Generation Z and 22.29% of Millennials
neither agreed nor disagreed. This strong preference towards being politically socialized on

social media yet indifferent towards politicians using social media platforms, exposes a
dichotomy. A popular platform that is overflowing with information and opinions threatens
the democratic process.
This exposes a fundamental issue with social media as the rising, preferred method of
socialization. Part of the issue is that social media is not designed for institutionalized
political news, it is designed for personal accounts of political news. The sheer volume of
exposure on social media buries political reporting in favor of alternative entertainment.
Soundbites give the illusion of satisfaction and expertise without having to dig deeper, on
top of formulaically filtered content.
The failings of social media to fill this socialization function is already telling. While 76.53%
of Generation Z agree that politics impacts their daily life, a majority 46.47% report they do
not know how to effectively engage with politics. Although it may seem that sharing
politically related commentary on social media would be an easier way to engage, case
study interviews report otherwise. The two most common concerns relating to political
news on social media are that people are there to argue not discuss, and it is hard to tell
what is real news and what is not. Both of these concerns were accompanied by feelings of
isolation and cynicism. 49.3% of those surveyed from Generation Z distrust the
government and 55.72% of Generation Z do not feel hopeful for the future of this country.
There must be responsibility from both the social media companies and from the people.
We cannot expect social media companies to take full ethical charge of politically socializing
the public by being a pro-democracy clearinghouse of quality information. They were never
designed for that purpose and we cannot de-commoditize the industry. What we can ask of
them is to be much more vigilant about filtering objectively false political content to
increase public trust in political information, and ask that platforms encourage a culture of
debate rather than hostility to re-engage people in political discussions. This does not
mean micromanage every conversation, but encourage an alternative culture. Discourse
and debate is healthy. Argumentative hostility is not.
As for the people, fight to stay engaged. While polls are showing low moral and wavering
trust in the current political system, younger generations should seize the opportunity to
begin constructing the kind of world in which they want to live. It is easy to turn a blind eye
to what we view as a hopelessly toxic and divided condition, but we the people are all part
of this country and engagement is paramount, especially when times get hard and it would
be undeniably easier to bury our heads in the sand.

Author’s Note:
Anna Thielen graduated from Saint Mary’s College of California in 2019 with a degree in political
science. As a political science major, the often cited lack of political participation among younger
generations became a focal point as the 2020 presidential election drew closer. While the 2020
presidential election did see a major turn out of young voters, one instance cannot cloud
significant patterns in political participation. This research is a product of independent curiosity
and an avidity to increase political participation, knowledge, and interest among younger
generations as the framework for how their political future is built around them.
Legal Statement:
This article was submitted to The Collegian by an alumna of Saint Mary’s College of
California, and therefore, the content does not necessarily represent the views of
the student staff of The Collegian nor the Saint Mary’s College of California
community. To view our full legal statement regarding publications, please refer to
the “About” page on this website.

PRIDE CLUB SERVES STUDENTS DURING COVID-19
11/17/2020
Saint Mary's PRIDE Club continues to connect with students, and provide safe spaces amid social
distance semester.
By Riley Mulcahy
News Reporter
Finding community in college can be challenging enough. Add in a global pandemic; it can
be difficult for students to find their niche. Luckily, the Saint Mary’s community has the
People Rallying for Identity Development Equality, known widely as the PRIDE Club.
The club was formerly known as the Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA), which according to
Publicity and Graphic Design executive member Shanali de Silva, the name change to GSA
was to “provide a space for heterosexual students to connect with LGBTQ+ students, both
learning about the culture and the people specifically in the hopes of proving that gay
people are no different than anyone else. The club changed its name in order to provide a
safe way for students who were still in the closet to enter the club, given that at this point
in time being gay was still highly stigmatized.”
PRIDE club was founded in 1980’s by Paul Giurlanda, a former brother and gay man.
Giurlanda had heard that students wanted a meeting place for LGBTQ+ students. The
club’s original name was GALA which stands for the Gay and Lesbian Association. Although
the group was founded in the 1980s, it was not until 1994 when Professor Tom Poundstone
convinced Saint Mary’s to make it a full club. Before its recognition as a club, meetings took
place in Giurlanda’s living room.
The club has had some struggles with adjusting to Zoom; however, PRIDE has continued to
come up with fun and engaging activities throughout the semester. One of the aspects that
the club misses, according to de Silva, is the ability to have meaningful conversations after
the actual meeting has ended, and the snacks have depleted. To remedy that however,
executives have created a Discord chat so PRIDE members can connect after meetings. The
Discord server has helped with keeping up the connection between members and helps
PRIDE fulfill their mission as a welcoming community for all. Reactions to the Zoom
activities have been very positive, and students are thankful for the virtual communal
space.

PRIDE club strives to make sure that the whole Saint Mary’s community feels safe at their
meetings. According to de Silva, the club aims “to provide a safe space for LGBTQ+ people
to find a community; it also serves as a place for both LGBTQ+ students and allies to learn
more about LGBTQ+ history, culture, and issues.” The club meetings vary from educational
and informational sessions to more fun gatherings like movie nights to help students relax
during a stressful semester.
Although students are wrapping up the fall semester, the PRIDE club has many events
planned to engage students before winter break. Opportunities include a Club Penguin
meet-up on Tuesday November 17th at 7:00 PM, as well as a fundraiser for Transgender
Day of Remembrance Friday, November 20th. Details for both events can be found on their
Instagram page.
Author’s Note:
Get involved with PRIDE!
-Club Penguin Social Meeting 11/17 7 pm
-TDOR fundraiser and Vigil 11/20 7 pm (fundraiser details on Instagram)
-Both can be found on our SPOT and social media!
-SPOT: https://stmarys-ca.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/pride
-Instagram: smc_pride
-Twitter: smc_prideclub

ASSOCIATED STUDENTS PROPOSES RESOLUTION FOR ON
CAMPUS CONVENIENCE STORE
11/17/2020
First year AS Class Senator Lenin O'Mahony spotlights Associated Students' new resolutions for the
college, including the possibility of a Saint Mary's convenience store on campus.
By Lenin O'Mahony
News Reporter
Over the past years Saint Mary’s College of California has grown and flourished as we
continue to provide the highest quality education to our students on our beautiful campus
in Moraga, California. As we grow, the faculty, students, and administration continue to
cooperate and discuss how we can improve the campus and facilities for our students.
An essential part of those discussions is the Associated Students of Saint Mary’s, which is
made up of the student representatives for each class. These students are elected by their
peers, and take on many responsibilities so that the student body of Saint Mary’s is
properly represented and heard by the administration. AS Senators have many jobs to fill
once they are elected, including having office hours for their peers, helping plan class
events, and attending meetings for different committees.
As well as having those assignments, AS senators also have the ability to write up and pass
resolutions. Currently there is one resolution being worked on by myself, and Senator
Grace Farris. This resolution will propose that Saint Mary's administrators provide for the
school a new on campus convenience store.
Currently the Saint Mary's bookstore provides some of the services students would usually
have from a convenience store, including food products, snacks, drinks, and other supplies.
However, these goods are located in a small area to the side of the bookstore, which also
sells school merch, clothing, flags, books, and more. Saint Mary’s is a high quality
institution, with the ability and resources to provide a fully stocked convenience store,
beyond what is currently available at the bookstore. Because of this, Senator Farris and I
are hoping this resolution and student petition will help encourage the school
administration to consider implementing a new convenience store.

AS students hope that this new convenience store will bring many new advantages onto
the Saint Mary’s campus. For example, by having a separate store for food items, we can
hopefully have access to cheaper items, as well as more variation and options. This is really
important for on campus students because many of us do not have access to cars, and if
we need a certain item or good we may have no choice other than to purchase from the
bookstores high prices. A new convenience store will hopefully provide those cheaper
prices which will help budgeting students easily purchase items they need. As well as those
likely cheaper items, the greater variation in item choices will also be greatly appreciated by
students. The new store will potentially provide more on campus student jobs, which are
very necessary for students who are budgeting and working. The tuition at Saint Mary’s
continues to increase as the years go on, making it more and more difficult for many
students to afford attending this school. By providing more ways for students to work,
Saint Mary’s is providing students with a way to help themselves through college.
An on campus full convenience store is a plausible progression to our campuses
developments and improvements. Many universities and colleges have such stores for
students to use, and by bringing one to Saint Marys we will keep our schools standard of
high quality campus facilities and academics. This resolution is one of many that AS
Senators are constantly working on, all of which focus on helping improve the life and
experiences of students, current and future.

SAINT MARY’S STUDENTS PREPARE FOR LIVING ON
CAMPUS NEXT SEMESTER
11/16/2020
By Madrey Hilton
Contributing Writer
As the first semester comes to an end, many students are considering their options for JanTerm and Spring semester. For students already living on campus, the 2021 school year
won’t be too different or much of an adjustment. The same is not necessarily true for Saint
Mary’s students who stayed home this semester, but are hopeful to come on campus in a
few months. What makes this new semester more appealing for on campus housing? Well,
for starters most students are tired of the long days spent at home ever since quarantine
started in March. A lot of students are expecting the campus housing department to have
enough housing available and hopefully a few modified rules from fall semester.
In late October, Campus Housing sent out an email with a lot of important information.
One of the major changes is the option to live on a room with one other roommates, unlike
during the fall semester when only single occupancy rooms were available: “As the County
and Saint Mary’s continues to monitor the phased re-opening of services and programs, we
do expect for students in suite-style and townhouse-style living arrangements to have the
opportunity to have roommates in bedrooms. Most of the spaces that are available in
townhouses will be double occupancy.”
This makes room for a lot more students on Saint Mary’s campus, and will hopefully help
the students moving in spring semester be less anxious about moving out of their homes
and into the dorms. While Saint Mary’s will continue to take precautions to keep the
students safe, it looks like the residential experience is still a great option for current offcampus students.
RJ Dore, a freshman at SMC, currently lives off-campus, but hopes to change that next
semester, “There were a couple reasons I didn’t move in during fall semester. All of my
classes were online and I wouldn’t have been able to have a roommate, but this upcoming
semester most of the classes I plan on taking are in person. I also really just want to meet
my classmates and it will be easier to do that if I’m on campus.”

The social aspect is a huge driving factor in students’ decisions to live in the dorms. It’s also
a lot more practical to attend classes in person, instead of online. However, some students
have opted to continue online learning at home the following semester.
A lot of first time students have decided to wait until next year to move on campus.
Freshman Kayla Piegaro made the choice to stay home for just another semester. “I was
originally planning to live on campus, but after thinking about it a lot, I’ve decided to stay
home,” she says, “I’m staying home in order to save money and continue working. I’m also
not taking any classes that are required to be in-person, so it just makes sense to stay at
home this semester.”
Whether students decide to stay at home or move on campus, it is important that they take
the necessary precautions to stay safe. Saint Mary’s has done a great job of keeping COVID19 at bay, and this will hopefully continue on into the next semester, even with more
students in the dorms. With a lot of options ahead of them, Saint Mary’s students will have
the opportunity to positively impact their community, whether they choose to do this at
home or on campus.

THE CALM BEFORE THE POLITICAL STORM
11/16/2020
Saint Mary's students react to the election of President-Elect Joe Biden, and President Trump's
continuous claims of false victory.
By Isabelle Cannon
Contributing Writer
The 2020 presidential election has officially come to an end with Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris elected, after Americans spent days anxiously watching the media awaiting the
outcome. Everyone was holding their breaths for so long and now that we officially have a
president elect, the next steps may seem uncertain. Will people become angry and riot?
Will everything go back to normal, pre-covid? Will the media quiet down and the election
just become something of the past?
Depending on the party, individuals have very different feelings about the outcome of the
election. How have Saint Mary’s students been affected and what were their responses to
the anticipated election day? Senior Chantylle Pradera responded to the election being over
and said, “I feel like I’ve been holding my breath for so long that I can finally let it out.” As
many also felt due to the long awaited announcement. Much of the anxiousness came
from the numbers being so close between the candidates.
Student Ashley Timmers expressed, “The current President Donald Trump started spewing
false information about the election since the results were delayed, which I think caused a
lot of the trouble within the election.” Some of this false information included President
Trump tweeting “I WON THIS ELECTION, BY A LOT!”
Though the next steps in the white house won’t officially take place until January it is
important to remember that our country still needs to keep fighting for issues. As Spencer
Bruno expanded and stated, “It is important to continue fighting for the issues that have
been brought to light again in the past year, but I wonder if people will develop a mindset
that the battle is already won.” No matter who our president is there are still major
systemic issues that need to be dealt with. Similarly, Timmers stated, “I hope that the
American people can come together to be more loving and work for a better future for
everyone, not just ourselves.”

Though everything won’t go back to normal, it seems as though the media has calmed
down and now we wait until January. As Pradera expressed, “I don’t think that things will
necessarily go back to normal because Biden has to get this country back on its feet.” No
matter who you voted for, the election is over. It is important for our country to stay united
and not become divided by hate and party.

SPACEX LAUNCHES ASTRONAUTS INTO SPACE
11/16/2020
Spacecraft “Resilience” returns Americans to Space hoping to provide new experiments, and a
sense of hope to the U.S.
By Annika Henthorn
News Reporter
Originally intended for take-off Saturday night, the SpaceX launch due to rough weather
conditions has been pushed back to Sunday night, the 15th, at 7:27 ET. The launch took
place at the Florida Kennedy Space Center, according to CNN.
This mission follows a monumental launch that occurred in May. According to CNN, this
launch was the first time astronauts went into orbit in a private spacecraft as well as it
being the first time in a decade that astronauts have gone into space. CNN also revealed
that although it was a historic moment, the trip was considered a "demonstration" mission
and was flown by two veteran NASA astronauts and former military test pilots.” The four
astronauts boarding the spacecraft have agreed to remain for six months on the space
station that the capsule will be residing on. The residents will conduct research as well as
maintain the space station’s integrity through regular repairs.
CNN describes The Dragon capsule as being 13 feet in diameter. Most of its commands are
automatic, so the crew’s job primarily consists of ensuring that its controls are running
smoothly. Once the Dragon is launched into the atmosphere, the capsule will separate and
release its own thrusters to propel it towards the 20-year-old space station. CNN has also
revealed that the astronauts have named the spacecraft the “Resilience” because of the
turmoil this year has brought. The astronauts, specifically Hopkins, hopes that “it brings a
smile to your face and we hope that it provides something positive to your life.”
Because of the Space Shuttle program retiring in 2011, the United States has not sent
astronauts to or from the ISS, International Space Station, in a decade. The test mission in
May was flown by Douglas Hurley and Robert Behnken, beginning a two-month test
program on the ISS. The objective was primarily to gather data about the Dragon’s
performance. With plenty of updates since this test mission, the Dragon spacecraft will be
used to send astronauts to and from the ISS, allowing more staff to upkeep the ISS than

ever before. This will propel the amount of scientific information collected because of the
increase in available researchers.
CNN has also revealed that while the U.S has not sent astronauts up to the space station in
a decade, Russia has. This is to help maintain the structure of the ISS, despite the US’s
absence. The astronauts, currently on their way up, will spend, according to The New York
Times, 27.5 hours in orbit before arriving at the ISS, which currently has three residents
already there, Kate Rubins of NASA and two Russians, Sergey Ryzhikov and Sergey KudSverchkov. The New York Times has said that the jobs include experimentation and talking
with students on the ground. They have even revealed that tests are being conducted
about whether radishes or any produce at all can be grown in space.
This monumental moment can be enjoyed by all who choose to participate in its historic
launch. Despite the troubles of 2020, this launch, in the eyes of the astronauts, is a glimmer
of hope in these unprecedented times.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION STILL SHROUDED IN
UNCERTAINTY AS TRUMP PRESENTS EVIDENCE OF VOTER
FRAUD
11/16/2020
By James Molnar
News Reporter
Voters across the country remain puzzled as two starkly opposing accounts of reality are
strongly put forward to them. On the one hand, the legacy media has asserted categorically
that no significant election fraud has occurred and gone so far as to suggest that claims to
the contrary are anti-democratic. This view has also been promoted by social media
companies such as Twitter, which have developed a habit of “fact-checking” the president’s
tweets regarding the election. Meanwhile, the president and much of the conservative media
have held that there was substantial voter fraud and irregularities which systematically
swayed the election in favor of Mr. Biden. President Trump has therefore called for a recount
in several key states including Georgia and Wisconsin.
So what on earth is going on? The fact of the matter is that we simply do not yet know the
extent of voter fraud in this election. Neither we, nor the press, have received anything like
the entirety of the facts on this matter. Therefore much of the aforementioned claims,
though they have a veneer of certainty, are premature and likely politically motivated. The
ultimate decision, and the only one which is actually binding, will be made by the courts
after they have thoroughly and objectively weighed the evidence presented. Nonetheless,
some evidence has recently come to light.
On November 10th, RNC Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel revealed to the press that 500
sworn affidavits have been collected, which allege some 11,000 incidents of voter fraud. An
affidavit is a statement which is made under penalty of perjury. This means that if it turns
out to be a lie, the claimant can face severe penalties. In Michigan for instance, where many
of these affidavits are from, lying in an affidavit constitutes a felony and can result in up to
15 years in prison.
In the affidavits which we have seen so far, various illicit counting practices have been
documented. One individual in Michigan alleged that she saw another poll worker
repeatedly insert the same ballots, which had tape where their ballot number should have

been, into the counting machine. Another reported that they witnessed poll workers
“duplicating ballots to incorrect precincts in order to run two ballots through for the same
person.”
It is important to note that even if much of this testimony is accurate, it may not be enough
to account for Mr. Biden’s win. Therefore, if President Trump hopes to demonstrate that he
is in fact the rightful President-elect, he will be tasked not only with providing evidence of
voter fraud, but also demonstrating that once we account for its effects, he will have
reached the necessary 270 electoral votes.
In addition, while some have denounced the president's allegations of voter fraud as antidemocratic, the ability to legally challenge the results of a U.S. election is actually a vital
aspect of a sound democracy. It is also by no means without precedent. After the
presidential election of 2000, in which George W. Bush ran against Al Gore, the election
results were contested in a legal dispute which ultimately reached the Supreme Court. It
took until December 12th of that year, more than a month after election day, to resolve this
legal challenge.
It appears that the American people will be put through yet another exercise in tolerating
uncertainty as they wait for the final verdict of the 2020 presidential election.

OPINION
CELEBRATE BUT CONTINUE TO PARTICIPATE
11/16/2020
The election of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris was a step in the right direction, but we need to keep
fighting for a better future.
By Melanie Moyer
Opinion Columnist
The nation took its first deep breath in four years on November 7th. After the election of
Donald Trump in 2016, Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC), members of the
LGBTQ+ community, followers of Islam, women, other marginalized groups, and allies lived
in fear of Trump and his administration stripping them of rights that had been fought hard
for in years prior. Some of these fears came true: the Trump administration implemented a
Muslim travel ban, children were separated from their parents and held in cages at the
border, someone who had been accused of sexual misconduct was appointed to the most
powerful court in the country, an executive order was signed that denied student’s right to
use the bathroom of their choice. Police officers who have killed Black Americans still
systematically go without punishment, yet the Trump administration has placed itself in
opposition to the Black Lives Matter movement. It goes without saying that this presidency
has reinforced notions of white male supremacy, and it can be taken one step further in
saying that the white and wealthy elite have been the only people who have not been
targeted by the administration.
This administration not being reelected was thus a cause for celebration for anyone who
cares about the rights of marginalized groups. Further, by electing a president that has
plans to combat the spread of COVID-19 in the US, there will be an indisputable
improvement in the country’s caseload. Joe Biden’s campaign has made it apparent that
the economy will no longer be valued over the lives of Americans. Perhaps all of America
will be relieved to have an administration that will take the proper steps towards
reopening. The Climate Crisis will also be given the appropriate attention needed before we
start to see the early repercussions of our inattentiveness. Just months after the Trump
administration left the Paris Agreement Global Climate Pact, Biden’s campaign has

announced that it will rejoin. Thus, anyone who does not want to live to see an
uninhabitable planet should be relieved.
The historical significance of Kamala Harris’ election should also be recognized as a cause
for great celebration. Harris is the first woman, the first person of color, the first biracial
person, the first biracial woman of color to be elected as the Vice President. In short, she is
the first person who is not a white male to be the Vice President-Elect. Considering our
country’s history of racism and sexism, this is a huge accomplishment in the country’s
progress towards equity, for she represents our country’s growth in recovering from its
detestable past of oppression.
Beyond this, her election is specifically significant for young, BIPOC girls. Harris’ position
shows these young girls that despite the cultural pressures telling them they cannot be
whatever they want in society, BIPOC young women have the capability to hold a position
traditionally held by white men. As a powerful woman who is used to being ‘the first’
woman and BIPOC in the positions she holds, she is a role model that has not been
available to young women before. However, Harris reminds us that while she “may be the
first, [she] won’t be the last.” We still have a long road ahead of us toward reaching utter
equity.
Despite all the successes and firsts of this historical election, there are several items that
need to be addressed. First of all, we need to talk about the number of white people who
voted for Donald Trump. According to The New York Times, 58% of white people voted for
Trump. More specifically, 61% of white men and 55% of white women voted for Trump.
Every other category leaned substantially towards Biden, with 90% of Black women voting
for Biden. With these numbers in mind, we must address allyship and the role of white
people right now.
Speaking as a white woman, it is neither our role to decide whether or not BIPOC
experience systematic racism nor how it should be combatted. Our job right now is to
listen to BIPOC and elevate their voices, to educate ourselves about systematic racism and
how we can be better allies, to have those difficult conversations with other white people
about these issues, and to put our votes and decisions where our words are. An
overwhelming amount of white people showed up when there was social capital in posting
a ‘black square’ in ‘solidarity’ with the Black Lives Matter movement. That same amount was
not reached in the polls. This is not our victory to celebrate, instead, we are in a position to
be thankful for those, specifically Black women, who changed the course of this election.

Furthermore, we need to recognize that while this election has put us back on track to
attaining the social equity initiatives we have been working towards, problems that existed
before and those created by the Trump administration remain. The people need to push
the Biden-Harris administration to target institutionalized racism, beginning with police
brutality against Black men but ending only when true equity is realized (which, spoiler
alert, will take a lot of time and work). That being said, we need to bring the same energy
that was brought to the election to our demands for reform. The election is not the
solution and Joe Biden is not our savior.
Speaking of Biden, though a united party was needed to ensure that Donald Trump was
not reelected, Biden should not be an idealized figure. He is not our sweet uncle as some
have been saying, and he was not a lot of people’s first choice. He has an unsettling past of
treating his female employees inappropriately and participated in the excessive bombing
of countries in the Middle East during the Obama administration. Through the
maneuvering of the DNC, Biden was the candidate voters with liberal leanings were told
they needed to settle for. We cannot forget that the voting process should give people the
chance to choose their preferred candidate, not give us a choice between the lesser of two
evils. Furthermore, even though this election made history in electing the first woman of
color to be the Vice President, Biden is still a straight white man. Thus, his election was
significant because he beat Trump, but his past should not be forgotten.
In this way, we can recognize that this election was significant in pushing for the rights of
marginalized Americans. We should not discount the extreme accomplishments of this
election, including a record amount of voter turnout, due in part to the work of Stacey
Abrams in Georgia. However, we need to move forward with a sense of doing better for
our country, for our work is far from over.

SHYAMALA’S DAUGHTER HEADS TO THE WHITE HOUSE
11/16/2020
Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris to become the first woman, and person of color as Vice
President of the United States. Her election is a beautiful breakthrough for all Americans to show
how far we have come as a nation, and how far we still need to go for inclusion.
By Victoria Vidales
Editor-in-Chief
On Saturday November 7th Americans made history by electing Kamala Harris to be our
first female, and first person of color Vice President. Chosen to lead alongside PresidentElect Joe Biden, VP-Elect Harris has shattered a glass ceiling many believed would never be
achieved. On the 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote, VP-Elect Harris’ election is a
living example of perseverance, dedication, and faith, showing what the American people
can achieve together.
The daughter of immigrants, VP-Elect Harris was raised in California by her mother
Shyamala, alongside her younger sister Maya. A Bay Area native, VP-Elect Harris received
her law degree from UC Hastings, and spent years working in the legal field in public
service. Following her career as the Attorney General for California, she furthered her
career as a politician, recently serving as a Senator for our great state. After Harris’ own run
for the 2020 Democratic party presidential nomination, Biden vowed to choose a female
candidate to be his running mate, selecting her.
VP-Elect Harris is, arguably, one of the most qualified Vice Presidents ever elected. Her long
career in public service shows her interests in, and dedication to the American people. She,
along with Biden, vow to be the leaders of all Americans.
VP-Elect Harris is an example to all women, specifically, women of color, that regardless of
your sex, or race, you are capable of reaching one of the highest offices in the U.S. Until the
election of Barack Obama in 2008 there had not been one person of color in the White
House. His election broke one of many barriers, showing people of color, particularly,
African Americans, that their race is not and should not be a limitation.
With her election, VP-Elect Harris has broken more barriers than any of her predecessors.
Not only is she the first African American woman to be in the White House, she is also the

first Indian American to be as well. Her election also provides Americans with their first
second gentleman, with her husband Doug Emhoff joining her in Washington.
With politics aside, this is a moment that I believe should be celebrated for its historical,
and social significance. As a country that is beautifully diverse, celebrating inclusivity should
be a moment of triumph for all Americans.
I hope that one day a woman will shatter the highest glass ceiling, and become the
President of the United States. The time that will take is unknown, but whomever she may
be, she will have a long line of women before her, who paved the way for her journey to
the top. Perhaps, we are even looking upon her, as she enters into the White House in
January.

CAN CATHOLICS DISAGREE WITH CATHOLICS?
11/16/2020
By Emmanuel Simon
Opinion Columnist
The current state of the Catholic Church sometimes feels like there are two churches under
one Pope; one that claims to be open to the changing times, the other holding steadfast to
the older traditions of the Church. Strictly speaking, those in both groups are Baptised, they
are Catholic. Catholics can disagree with each other on interpretations and applications of
doctrine and Scripture, but only to a certain extent.
There are some teachings that all Catholics must believe under pain of excommunication.
For example, Catholics cannot disagree on the fact that Jesus is God, that Mary was
immaculate her whole life and a virgin until death, etc. These teachings are dogma and
therefore cannot develop. Thus, those that publicly disagree with any of these or other
dogmas would be excommunicated. No Catholic can disagree with any dogma, otherwise
they would be cut off from the Church.
Catholics cannot disagree on moral teachings that are intrinsically evil. For example,
abortion is always wrong in the eyes of the Church, because an innocent human being is
always murdered in each case. Or to use another example, homosexual acts are always
intrinsically disordered. This doesn’t mean that Catholics are to hate those who have samesex attractions. Those with same-sex attraction are called, like every single other person, to
a life of chastity. Those Catholics that disagree with these teachings knowingly and willfully
are guilty of mortal sin, meaning that they cut themselves off from the supernatural virtue
of Charity, and in some cases, are also excommunicated. Thus, Catholics must also be of
one mind in regards to moral teachings that are intrinsically evil or disordered.
On the other hand, Catholics can legitimately disagree about how to understand some
theological matters. There are multiple religious orders within the Catholic Church, such as
the Jesuits, Dominicans, Franciscans, Benedictans, Augustinians, etc. Some of those in
these orders disagreed with one another in regard to teachings that haven’t been defined
by the Church. For example, in the 16th and 17th century, some Dominicans and Jesuits
were debating about how Catholics are to understand the Doctrine of Predestination.
Though these camps vigorously disagreed with each other, at the end of the day, they were
all Catholic.

Catholics may also disagree on the application of moral teachings that are not intrinsically
evil. For example, two Catholics may legitimately disagree about whether a murderer
deserves the death penalty. Their disagreement would not be about whether the death
penalty is evil in it self, but rather, whether the application of the death penalty would be
appropriate given the particular circumstance. In short, non-intrinsic acts are neither good
or bad in themselves. Rather, non-intrinsic acts are good or bad depending on when the
act is done, who is doing the act, why the act is being done, etc.
Finally, Catholics may also disagree on how to interpret Scripture, at least to a certain
extent. Many in the Early Church did not fully agree on how to interpret certain scriptural
passages. However, none of their interpretations were contrary to the doctrines of the True
Faith. Therefore, Catholics may disagree with each other on how to interpret certain
passages as long as their interpretation is not contrary to the Magisterium of the Church.
(The Magisterium is that which interprets the word of God authentically. The Magisterium
is made up of the Pope and Bishops who are in communion with him.)
Thus, Catholics are free to disagree on how to apply and interpret Church teachings to a
certain extent. The Church is like the guardrails on a road. Just as guardrails are meant to
protect a car from falling off an edge of a cliff, so too is the Church meant to protect a
Catholic from falling into Heresy. One may be anywhere in between the ‘guardrails,’ and
still remain Catholic.

ACTIVISTS AND ORIGINALISTS: TWO TAKES ON AMERICAN
JURISPRUDENCE
11/16/2020
The Constitution was created to provide rights to all Americans, originalism is the path to follow.
By Katelyn McCarthy
Opinion Columnist
Much of the political infighting our nation grapples with today stems from warring ideas
about what America is. Since what America is is determined by her Constitution, matters of
jurisprudence are central to defining her.
Such jurisprudence is generally divided into two camps: an originalist understanding and
an activist understanding. An originalist believes that the Constitution means what it said
when it was written. An activist believes that the Constitution can be reinterpreted by the
courts to correspond to America as she exists today.
The activist interpretation can come off initially as the more human understanding, as it
seems to take into consideration our current concerns. The originalist understanding, on
the other hand, can seem unnecessarily pedantic, unforgiving, and worshipful of an old
document.
In actuality, however, the activist understanding is the dangerous interpretation. If the
Constitution means what any one judge decides, then one’s rights are open to
interpretation. This understanding provides less security for the safeguarding of the rights
of the citizen against the government.
If, on the other hand, the Constitution means what it says (as it does under the originalist
understanding), then one’s rights are clearly delineated and less able to be tinkered with.
Ultimately, the philosophy supporting the activist understanding of the Constitution is
based on the idea that society inevitably advances and improves with the passage of time.
We moderns tend to think that humanity’s trajectory is linear, with an upward slope. If this
is the case, then what problem could there be with the Constitution’s meaning evolving as
we do? After all, we can only be better tomorrow than we were today, right?

But is it true that humanity necessarily progresses? This notion may be ingrained into our
pattern of thinking, but, seeing as the twentieth century was the bloodiest century yet
known to man, I don’t think it holds much water. We ought not place our hopes in an
inevitable progress.
This is not to say that the Constitution is not a living and breathing document. Its heart
pulses within Article V, which details the process by which it may be amended. The
Founding Fathers devised a system by which it may be purged of its flaws and applied to
the present day; that system is not judicial activism but “activism” on the part of either the
federal or state legislatures. An unelected judge who is not accountable to the people is the
last person a free nation should entrust with pumping the ink through her constitution’s
cursive veins.
As the process of amending the Constitution requires high levels of support either from
Congress or state legislatures, it is not easily accomplished. Perhaps this is why judicial
activism is practiced, since it provides a route around the Constitution’s normal and difficult
amendment process. Perhaps it is also employed because it can be used to promote
policies which would not likely pass through any given legislature or be voted for by the
people.
The question of jurisprudence ultimately comes down to the place in which the citizen
desires power to be vested. Shall it be vested in a document designed to protect his rights
and that can be amended as necessary, or shall it be vested in the hands of a few who, over
time, can squeeze out of it just about whatever they might want? Shall the judiciary serve
as a super-legislature, or not? Shall it judge, or shall it rule? Shall Lady Justice leave her
blindfold on, or shall she remove it? Originalism will give you the former; activism will give
you the latter.

CULTURE
SAINT MARY’S STUDENTS WEIGH IN ON PASSING OF
PROPOSITION 22
11/17/2020
Students express support and concern for California's newest proposition that will allow Rideshare
drivers to remain independent contractors.
By Angus Stayte
Contributing Writer
With election results coming in throughout the country, these are changing times in
America. In California, one of the most high-profile propositions was Proposition 22. It’s a
proposition that calls into question whether or not California should continue classifying
rideshare drivers as private contractors and not employees. The most expensive ballot
measure campaign in California history with almost 200 million dollars invested by
companies like Uber, Lyft, and Doordash passed last Tuesday. 8,073,556 Californians voted
yes while 5,714,200 said no leaving that to be 58.6 percent and 41 percent.
I interviewed a couple of students to find out what they thought about Proposition 22. Josh
Fong, a junior and also a part-time door dasher, was very passionate about the proposition
passing. When I asked him what he thought about the two hundred million dollar
campaigns by some of Silicon Valley’s biggest companies he said that “we shouldn’t focus
on the corporation’s benefits for keeping workers independent and need to instead focus
on drivers for the sake of the gig economy. Becoming employees will restrict that.”
The gig economy is essentially a market that has short-term contracts or freelance workers
instead of permanent jobs which is what you sign up for if you are an Uber driver. Fong
then brought up another concern saying “as a doordash driver, a high percentage of other
drivers I’ve met have broken English. Having an employee-based system will restrict them
from being able to pass interviews.”

Corey Miley, a junior business major voted no on Prop 22 and says that now that it is
passed the drivers can’t form a union “if all drivers were part of a union then you could
drive for whoever you want and you would still get benefits, better wages, workplace
protections, etc.”
He went on to say that, “now because drivers are contractors these apps can fire you for
trying to form a union and you can’t do anything about it legally. They have no obligation to
the drivers.” I then asked him about the two hundred million ad campaign by the
companies and Miley said “I think it is a bad precedent to set when you basically let Uber
and Lyft buy their own labor laws.”
Time will show the effects of this proposition but for now, Proposition 22 is the newest
legislation for Rideshare drivers in California.

ZOOM UNIVERSITY
11/16/2020
College students pay full price for modified college experience.
By Olivia Buckley
Contributing Writer
Across the nation students are outraged that the reduced quality of their education during
the Covid-19 pandemic has not spurred a reduction in tuition. “The quality of learning has
diminished, you have to admit by some percentage, so there has to be some sort of
compensation…” explains James Watt, a Junior at Saint Mary’s college of California.” These
sentiments were echoed by Saint Mary’s student Sam Dixon, an Integral major, class of
2021, “Stepping away from the context of SMC, it would never make sense to pay such a
high financial price for such a diminishing return.”
The COVID-19 pandemic saw a national shift that moved class meetings to an online format
held on platforms such as Zoom and Skype. ” For many students, distance education
means extended periods of time with their laptops or other electronic device; a reduction
in resources such as constant face to face contact with professors, tutors, advisors,
counselors, and other faculty members; and waning access to facilities such as libraries,
classrooms, recreational centers, and a community of students.
Watt contends that the move to online education eroded the benefits of St. Mary’s College,
“Saint Mary’s benefits from good relationships between student and teacher because of
intimate class sizes and Zoom takes away from that relationship”. “What we’re paying for is
the culture and the facilities and being face to face and we don't have that when we’re
online” explained Blake Moser, a senior from Saint Mary’s College of California. Moser is
among many students who are struggling with the idea of paying full tuition. Dixon
explained “I do not think the cost of college is worth the current investment while class is
being conducted online.”
It’s not just students who are frustrated, but parents as well. “They should have more
communication with families and the people paying for college to find out where and how
the money is being spent” explained Stacia Lemke, whose child attends Saint Mary’s
College.

Aric Moirao, a senior at Saint Mary’s College and the senator for the class of 2021, explains
how he is being proactive regarding this situation when he states, “During these times I am
trying my best to advocate for the students through this hard time. Within Associated
Students, trying to help students who expressed concerns during this time as well as trying
to write resolutions to better our community. Personally, I have created a petition to
advocate for the students after the tuition increase. This petition has received support from
Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Staff Council.”
Saint Mary’s is not the only college that has students upset about tuition. University of
Boulder, Colorado Vicky Hooper said of her campus’ tuition, “I think it's just a little bit
frustrating and I don’t think I'm getting the same education as I do when I'm in person.” In
fact, Hooper perceives a dip in the quality of education explaining “I don't think I'm
learning as much online.” Kirby Bryant, a student at the University of Washington,
explained that his tuition has bought him an education that includes watching his
professors lecture on videos that were recorded years earlier. He explained “I would like to
see professors not use pre-recorded lectures and pass them off as teaching. I need
something more personal.”
After multiple attempts at contacting Saint Mary’s College of California, Megan Mustain,
Vice Provost for Student Academics and Dean of the Core, gave the perspective of the
school on increasing tuition. She states,“We simply cost more because our cost of
operations is higher. We’ve put in a lot of energy, particularly over the summer our faculty
went just crazy doing faculty development things to make Saint Mary’s as Saint Mary’s-y
and Gael-y as a virtual environment could possibly be.We had intended to do salary
increases along the lines of cost of labor increases in the Bay Area. We haven’t been able to
do that to the extent we had hoped to.”
Megan explains the question on Saint Mary’s administration’s minds when deciding to
increase the tuition saying, “How are we going to make it through this year with the other
thing that changed on my spreadsheets? The cost of maintaining Saint Mary’s campus and
its employees and the students who are going to be living on campus under COVID.”
As bad as the education quality may be, it is still better than the many who cannot access
the online tools or lack the skills to use them properly. Although the frustrations of the
students are valid, the faculty and staff at Saint Mary’s college have been working tirelessly
to create an online environment where the SMC community can be the best that it can be.

MOVIE REVIEW: THE DEVIL ALL THE TIME
11/16/2020
By Benjamin Noel
Culture Columnist
The Devil All the Time is a timeless thriller set in the Midwest, in years after the Second World
War. In this Netflix Original cinematic retelling of Donald Ray Pollock’s book of the same
name, the star studded cast and the gripping storyline keep viewers on the edge of their
seats. Over the course of two hours, we watch the unfolding of the intertwined lives of two
serial killers, a crooked preacher and a kid with some serious bad luck.
The story unwinds in a jumbled up fashion, jumping back and forth between storylines and
times, but is easy to follow. While I expected a slow burn thriller, I was pleasantly surprised
by the film’s pace. Throughout it’s rather long runtime, the film has over a dozen points of
tension, and the pace never lets off after the first character’s introduction. While the
narrator (author Donald Pollock himself) keeps the story moving, the characters are
responsible for the movie's memorable morally gripping moments, brought home with the
acting prowess of Tom Holland, Bill Skarsgard, Robert Pattinson, and more.
Even with a runtime of over two hours, we surprisingly do not get well acquainted with the
characters as a result of the tightly packed story line. They are hardly given any personality
outside of what is required to move the plot along. However, the lack of individuality, and
formlessness of the character’s outside of what’s shown on screen allows these figures to
represent a type of person, and become an archetype. For example, the movie does not
give us much backstory or depth to a certain child molesting preacher. But his advances
towards an underage girl are utterly repulsive, knowing the commonality of this type of
man. The character’s are not individuals, but rather symbols, painting the picture of the
traumatized soldier, the perverted preacher, or the loyal son.
I found my heart racing multiple times throughout the film, predicting the next mind
blowing build up or dreading what may go wrong. And in the film’s two plus hour run time,
I never quite got bored, as the story absolutely refused to slow down, with conflict always
right around the corner. Without a doubt, this movie is right for fans of thrillers, mysteries
and anything fast paced.

Overall, the movie was an absolute home run, the storytelling, characters, and beautifully
executed motifs earn it a spot in my top ten movies of all time. I can’t get enough of the
story, so I will be picking up a copy of the book. This film is a must watch!

SPORTS
GAEL BASEBALL ALUM WINS WORLD SERIES
11/16/2020
Tony Gonsolin’s pitching helps the Dodgers clinch the MLB World Series.
By Oliver Collins
Sports Reporter
Two outs, top of the ninth and the Rays are down to their last out. The pitching rotation
looks on from right field as Julio Urias, the young hard throwing left hander threw the last
pitch to Willy Adames. “Strike Three” the umpire called as the ball flew through the inside
corner of the plate. The players charge the mound, the pitching rotation rushes the field
led by Clayton Kershaw, Walker Buehler and Tony Gonsolin the three aces. A site to see for
Dodgers fans and the first world series win for the organization in almost 30 years. For
Tony Gonsolin, it was almost surreal.
Tony Gonsolin was born in Vacaville, California on May 14, 1994. From a young age
Gonsolin showed tremendous upside for his arm in the outfield, it wasn’t until his time in
the Saint Mary’s baseball team that his pitching potential was finally realized. For Gonsolin,
pitching came almost effortlessly after a long time in the outfield and he immediately
showed potential with his high velocity and fluent wind up. Quickly after an excellent final
collegiate season he entered the MLB draft where he was selected 281st overall. This
wasn’t exactly the pick he was looking for but he flew up the minors ranks and entered a
Dodgers rotation that needed a reliable pitcher.
While Game 2 didn’t exactly go how Tony Gonsolin wanted it to, it was a big moment for
him and I’m sure his family too. An excellent showing throughout the year was capped off
by most young ball players dreams, a world series ring. Gonsolin will look to continue to
shine throughout the next few seasons and maybe even win another world series ring with
the Dodgers organization. We will look to spotlight Gonsolin going forward and track his
progress as he climbs through the stages of what it means to be a major league baseball
player.

HOW FEMALE ATHLETES ARE CHANGING THE GAME FOR
INCLUSION
11/16/2020
A look into just a few of the female athletes today who are breaking down the gender barriers
present in sports.
By Mark Molz
Sports Reporter
The world of sports has long been geared toward benefitting the male athletes, but as time
has progressed many women have contested the inequalities present in the sports culture.
When I initially think of female athletes, one of the most influential that comes to mind is
Billie Jean King. King paved the way for equal pay in both mens and womens professional
tennis and is a dominant figure in the history of sports. King was influential in the fight for
equality and representation of women. Back in 2009, former President Barack Obama
awarded King the Presidential Medal of Freedom for “her advocacy work on behalf of
women and the LGBTQ community.”
As King was fighting in a time where it might’ve not been deemed “acceptable” to stand up
for her beliefs, she has paved the way for many other female athletes today. We have seen
dominant figures such as Serena Williams, Megan Rapinoe, Skylar Diggins-Smith, and even
companies like Adidas, confront the inequalities that have long been attached to the hip of
sports culture.
Serena Williams
Serena Williams has vowed to never stop fighting for gender equality in sports. In 2016 she
wrote an open letter for Porter Magazine's Incredible Women of 2016 issue and in the
letter stated, “People call me one of the ‘world’s greatest female athletes.’ Do they say
LeBron is one of the world’s best male athletes? Is Tiger? Federer? Why not? They are
certainly not female. We should never let this go unchallenged. We should always be
judged by our achievements, not by our gender.”

This year Williams has partnered with the brand Secret to launch a campaign exploring the
gender bias in sports. She is using her platform to explore the issues present in the highschool level, all they way up to her professional status. Williams and the brand Secret are
teaming up to commit themselves to making a change.
Williams stated, “It’s very important to me that I use my platform to bring attention to the
many issues faced by women in sports and to call for meaningful change.”
Megan Rapinoe
USWNT star Megan Rapinoe is another athlete who uses her voice in hope of generating a
more inclusive world of sports. The USWNT, a FIFA powerhouse, has long took their stance
on equal pay. In 2019 Rapinoe, among others, led a charge in filing a lawsuit against the
U.S. Soccer Federation addressing the pay discrimination that is overwhelming present.
Just recently Rapinoe made a public statement saying it is “disgraceful” that the storied club
of Manchester United in the Premier League has just recently dedicated money towards a
women’s club in their extremely wealthy organization.
Rapinoe has long spoken out about equality, the LGBTQ community, and racism in sports
and has always been confident in using her voice. In 2016 she was one of the first athletes
to talk a knee along side Colin Kaepernick in the Black Lives Matter Movement.
On one of her latest instagram posts Rapinoe commented, “Fight like hell for what you
believe in, for people, never back down, be brave and courageous, be kind, look people in
the eye, don’t look away from pain.”
Skylar Diggins-Smith
According to reports, NBA players receive up to 50% of the leagues revenue while WNBA
players only enjoy a mere 20% of what the league produces. NBA players are able to make
money from jersey sales and their base pay is just below a million dollars, while the WNBA
and their athletes have never been able to see nearly the same benefits. Many WNBA stars
would have to play overseas in the offseason to balance out the little pay they receive in
the states. Diggins-Smith has spoken out on the massive wage-gap between the two
leagues and has pushed towards a more fair pay for WNBA players.

Diggins has been vocal about how the WNBA players salary caps out at around $115,000
which is significantly less than NBA and their lowest paid players. She has been known to
publicly criticize players, ESPN, and more to get her point across, stating ESPN would rather
show “everything Lebron James ate before they show a highlight of a WNBA game.”
Her criticism on the disparities between men and women's pay is critical. Without her the
issues regarding gender equality often get swept under the rug. She is paving the way for
future generations of women in sports to make a salary they deserve and her hard work is
beginning to pay off. Thanks to the efforts of Diggin’s and others, this past year the WNBA
agreed to a new Collective Bargaining Agreement increasing pay up to 53% for the players.
In an AD released in 2018, Skylar Diggins-Smith is able to highlight the pay inequity
between men and women (linked below).
Adidas Campaign
In 2019 Adidas launched their campaign to equally represent women in the media.
According to their report women in sports only make up about 4% of the media coverage.
As a part of their commitment Adidas vowed to; boost visibility of female athletes in sports
media through the partnership with Twitter, work with and within local communities to
remove barriers to sport at their roots, and collaborate with women’s sports organizations
to drive equality, from grassroots to elite.
They have also released a film that pushes to find female sports in media and open
visibility of female athletes. The film features USWNT defender Becky Sauerbrunn, world
record holder Keni Harrison (100m hurdles), Maria Taylor; a host/reporter for ESPN, WNBA
point guard Layshia Clarendon, and marathon runner Rahaf Khatib.
Here we have a few examples of individuals and companies working to break down
barriers, fight for visibility and equality, and bring to light the unfair gender equity between
men and women. Without women in and outside of sports projecting their voices, issues
such as these can often be looked over. But, it should not just be female athletes
advocating for change, we all need to come together and fight for a more inclusive world of
sports.
Author’s Notes:
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